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Derfection in the Cigar

The Story of Tobacco in Cuba Crowded
With Curious and Interesting Details.

\

Ihe sto v

i

the making of Havana | have introdueed scientific methods of
1= crowded with carious and inter- | growing the plants. Whereas the wrapper
eating details Yot not gne in a 1huumanrl|yn-ld in that distriet whs formerly only
of the men who smoke, or think they are | 30 per cent. of the total, the Americans
smoking, a “pure Havana® really knows | have raised it in many cases to as high

fomdi's

anything abour i | A% W) per cent -

Fhe et cirars i the workd ave made | The Cuban connoisseur prefers a rich,
in Havan but not b cigars made in | dark tobacco. This is called maduro,
Havotin ars eston the world. And | meaning ripe.  But the foreign smoker
what s more ploaty of so-calied Havana | somehow got the impreasion that a dark
cigars are not pade i Caba at all, The

cigar was a strong one and that a light one
was necessarily mild.  ‘Thia led to a great
| demand for claro, or light colored, wrap-

assuming the Havana
vontain some tobacco

only oaer
halo is that

that was grown on the island 'pers. The strength of a Cuban cigar'
e e e cigar e imade inc 1hat Dreally: depends on its filler and the only
‘ RN ubon tobaceca But wi'y of ﬁl‘ldil‘l‘ a brand whose strength
aven then | dlity depends on many  guia one's individual taste is to- amoke
thin the first and most important being ' gigarent brands until the right one is dis- |
a auestion of  geography The finest ‘l‘!‘\v‘ﬂrl'(l |
fobwie it v ot s grawie dn i eer s When the demand for these light colored |
tain -h-" ot in the provines of Pinar del | wrappers started there were enough light |
: SHBLEECH R ORH "'I""'l'" V ""l“": ALAIO. | jagyen occurring naturally in the Vuelta
, j :.‘ l.“,‘ :' "n '”' IL-l‘!L '“ HHINEMO™ | Abajo crop to satisfy the call for them
A t Abajo "»'l"-c‘l-- »III‘III'I'f”\' abont | But that wasn't for long, so the expedient |

0 wrter of o wmitllion bales of tolu

wasmoon tried of cutting immature leaves
I'hese were deficient in the rich oil or

| o 5 0 v tet of 1} U 0 * N
fr -. (R -|II|:|.| :.F ::,uu'rnl-;ll:, n‘:‘l :'lo‘-:{l:li ‘\:'l]?l‘:'ﬂ r'..",m ”m' fills the cells of a T'ipO leaf and
¥ ol ombination of soil, water .‘HII|,‘:Z::(::‘|:,I the dll‘k.. "““‘v surface ‘""a--
alr giow tobacco unequalled anywhere | o ‘;”':::"‘r::"d.rl: this country to indi-
& Ihis finest product brings ! " : gth. e immature leal is
s mare & pound right i Naveus, | nown as thnj grmn‘ero wrapper and
iy vithhes the price patd for e | --:m_lm rm'ngnn.wdh_\‘ ita dull, dry surface. ,
‘ : + When American methods were intro-
SF ] mltion ) o o i A duced in Vuelta Abajo perhaps the most
e pret stabliorn. There are cep- | 'Mportant change was the adoption of
tain spots in the teait of Vislts Abajo shade growing, the cultivation of the
whofn @ hrown, olly, gloesy teal i povs| plants uneder cheese cloth stretched in a
oo, thaidenl guality. Not a stope's ! “ontinuous roof over flelds many acres
i Fronts ot of these fields will be an- 1N @xtent.  One American tobacco com-

otl where tobaceo won't grow at all
ch produces g strange phenomenon
This word is pro-

knowg

8 jorre leal

noneed g good deal like horror, an ap- |

precprite resembilance, for while a cigar
rro leal may look all right it
h the somew hat serions defect of not

Serrve lapd always grows this kind of
toha I the ard of a bellows
b produce o mighty  enough
ceonflogration ta consums the leaf vou
wounld tind the ash red instead of gra:
ndd= 1o the theory that jorro land
contans iron. Perhaps it does But it is
a curions fact that in thes never (o he
forgotten vear of 1877 this atrange blight

with

attacked the whole Coban erop. So it
wotilld soom s be due 1) scmet hing be-
sides 1ron in the soil

Mhovsands  of  clgars
Furope that vear befor it was discovered
that they wouldn't | They
taken off the marker s
hut t before snokers Liad been hoth
prizzled and disgutod A well known
Amefican, who bought a 1ot of them in

were sent ity

Vspra

i

London on his wav 1ty the Continent,
thought he was lasing even Lis Jung
power with advancing yvears He was

really depressed over his supposed eondi-
tion until e happened to try his new
cigars on a coup le of husky countrymen
We began with a whale hox of matches
and a cigar apivee "

dealer, “and we finished the matches
betfore we did the cigar
There is ane plattation of less than

1000 aeres in the Vielta Abajo distriet

whose product s coneceded ta bhe the
finest in the world. For vears growers
have tried to get the same quality of
tobacea by taking the soil from thia or
me aother leading vega and spreading it
nothe tobaces soil of another distriet
They even toak the water which irrigated
original plantaiion and used it on

the transerred

otl - But the axperiment
tailed®  The Part

do distriet, for instance,

produced  Pariido tobaceo even when
aupplied with Vacltg Absio <cil and water.

Perhans tf they could have borrowed
the atmosphore too the experiment might
have stucosedod, for prowing tobacce is

extraordinarily to all its sur-
1oundings= It takes minerals from the
BOL It will absorh vnough salt from the
ground and even from the air to make a
cigar taste salty and to destroy its burn-

g quality For this reason only poor

=elsitive

oun as possible,

he afterward told the |

pany operating in the district spends
$75.000 a vear for cheesecloth! But it
pays. The plants grow twice as high as
' they formerly did. Under old conditions
all but eight leaves were pinched off each
plant, but under the cheesecloth shelter

the plants will mature from fifteen to |

twenty leaves.
From the point of view of satisfying
the demand for claro wrappers shade

| rowing has proved a remarkable success. |

Tobaecco produced in that way may be
allowed to become fully ripe, yet when it
1% picked and cured it will be no darker
than a green claro wrapper., It will,
however, be lustrous and full of the es-
sential oil chardbteristic of a ripe (maduro)
leaf. It combines mildness with true
flavor and aroma
WRAPPERS AND FILLERS

It 18 an odd thing that in the districts
where both wrappers and filler tobacco
are produced they grow on the same
plant, but there is no way of telling which

Fifty Years Since Czar Alexander II. Set
the Russian Serfs Free.

87. PRTRRsBURG, March 6.--A sense of
anxiety was mingled in the celebration
of the fiftieth anniversary of the libera-
tion of the Russian serfs at St. Peters-
burg. The Czar and his Ministers spent
the early part of the day in atteuding
masses for the soul of Alexeuder 11,94
the Czar Liberator, and the report was
widely circulated that a revolutionary
attempi'was (o be expecied from some of
the expelled students of St Petecsburg
University

boycotted the official programme of re-
joicing.

The Crar's rescript to Prime Minisier
Stolypin on the accession was notable
chiefly for.ite colorlesaness. The word
had gona forth beforehand that there
should be po exaggerated celebration
The conservative quarters adopied the
view set forth by Mr. Menchikofl in the
Novee Vremya that the Russian peasant
sorfs were naver tveated as slaves. The
Crzar thanked the land owning nobifity

| ander 11. proclaimed the serfs free, tells
{how he saw the Czar read his manifesto
ron Bt. Isaac's Square.
' "1 was close beside the Czar in the
square, where there was a great crowd,”
he writes 1 began to weep at the sight
of such fervent, piousdevotionto the Czar.
“Thoses nearest him kissed his cloak.
| Some managed to kiss his hand. Women
| held up their children and cried, ‘Bloss
them, (zar-Father!" Others stood per-
fectly wiiil and wept as thev looked at

The streats and squares near the Winter [ for their good will in helping the work the (zar

Palace the Kazan Cathedral and the Fort
Church  were  patrolled by large |
pumbers of police spies.  The day, how |
ever, ended in harmony, except that the

ress

‘uf hiberation and for their presen: Conp

eration in the esiablishmen ol
proprietors

Old Prince Meschichersky,

Ieasani

proprietor

“Ioraw the tewrs streaming down the
cheeks of the Czar's coachman. And
at the height of al! the tears lowed from
the ('zar's own eyves as he &tood up inhis

radical press and party organizations lof theWrashdanin, who was 22 when Alex- | carriage and looked arsund him .

—— e

'PHOTOGRAPH OF A GROUP OF PEASANTS HAVING THE CZAR'S PROCLAMATION OF FREEDOM READ TO
THEM. THE PHOTOGRAPH WAS TAKEN FOR ALEXANDER I1. BY DENIER, ST. PETERSBURG.

is a dark room with thick douhle walls
where cigars are kept in bundles ¢lose
to each other so that they mature in theie
own atmosphere

This tirm has something like $100,000

i# which until the plant has been cut and | werth of cigars in it hunudor, but those

the leaves cured. Then the wrappers
are culled out because of their grain,
color, gloss and elasticity. While the

|
|

held in reserve for custamers who have
bought them are inviolite  Sometimes
it happens that a man asks for a hundred
cigars of a certain brand and the firny

introcuction of shade growing has pro- | has none on hand at the moment except

duced a claro wrapper which has most | those in reserve

of the qualities of a fine maduro leaf, the
Cubans and the Spanish, who are prehaps

The customer savs
“Oh, well, can't you let me have a hun-

dred of So-and-so0's* He won't use all

of his inside of a year or two and vou

the best judges of cigars in the world, | cap fill out his number long before thit

have no use for claro wrappers.

more evenly, is mellow throughout and
| contains less nicotine. The best Cuban

perfect curing removes all Lut 2 per sent,
i The taste of a cigar i= in the wrapper
| and the Cubans contend that claro wrap-
l[mrs are deficiant in the resin that gives
{a fine houquet

{nf fermentation that hreaks down the
cellular tissue, removing the elements
that do not burn well or that would ir-

They say that a maduro wrapper hurns | tuously

| tobaceo contains about 8 per cent., but |

|
|

Nothing doing! The manager vir-
points out the fact that the firm
is merely the custodian of those cigars
and no longer their owner. By the way,
the great Rothschild banking house m}
London has a room in which it keeps |
as large a supply of fine cigars as vmuldl
equip more thun ordinary dealer.
The house buvs perhaps 82000 worth at |
a time of the firm referred to and keeps 11a !
stock continually replenished, a rather |
expensive piecefol busine ss as important |

one

The curing of these leaves ix & process | chents are often invited nto this room

and casually presented with a box of
cigars retailing at $100 or morea hunaread
In New York a fine Havana cigar covered
with Vuetla Abajo wrapper sliifully

ritate the smoker's mouth and throat, | blended and well ripened and maturd |

i The element called strength in tobacco
is largely ammonia.
the tongue. Perfectly cured ("uban to-
hacco has been carried to the point where

only as much cellular fibre is broken down story of Havana
;un it is possible to break without creating | planted from late in October until in Ix
! the excess of ammonia which marks over- | cem

curing
i The taste for light cigars is only about
[ fifty years old

It is this that bites

l

. The first Havana Cigars {the crop depended on
Lintroduced into this country by Sc-norilhg end of the
But | showers failed

may cost from 40 cents to §1 But Havana |
oes make and export cigars retailing at |
1 apiece
PREPARING THE LEAY,
But to go back to the Cuban end of the
cigars. Tobacco s

ber and cutting begins late in Jan-
unti!  March. Unde:
they are present con- |
W the success of |
showers toward

nary and lasts
former conditions
ditions in some places

rowing period,
tr}w streams dried up and |

tobacco is as o rule grown on the coast !H""k were dark. almost oscuro. ally failure., ‘The
Yot the best of the Vuelta Abajo distriet they weren't dark enough for Americans Hl';'?:::‘l‘;:“hf::ﬂl::i:‘yt; ::Jt:'l.-iml wt-l.l.-!
Ie only fifteen miles inlind. Apparently | then and they had to be blackened by |, that irrigation is available. But
It ogos Jost vuoneh and not too much  dipping them into a solution of rotted |{he best c-ro‘:n are  grown rnen §
o al | tobacco leaves. About that time some of | nature does the irrigating. In Cuba |

Cuba has been described as 0 vast
atdeal climate in which
tobacco but 1o keep it
ter it s cured. The
thouwt the vear is
A handiul of tobaceo can be

vdranght for months and will

irad hurmid e
oniy 1o grow

in proper condilion
average humidity thro
8 perr cent
left Iving i

reniabn cupple nnd moist, whereas in New
York's drier air it would after a few hours
exposure be o crisp that it could not b
handlod

Tob, o ha= a S TR AT It
g =omething e sponge in s abiljty
to hold molsturs Lhis s ure comes
origt i from | v oand the soil
Vi Abajo means lovlands  Some of
thi carest tobacea in Coba comes from
the high and dev la ~ ol Nanta CUlara

i Paertao Princips I the ideal com-
| ool lowlind Mmlaining  tha
' tochemtcal ingredients and of an il -
I sphisre heavy with nioisture  which
profices the perfect leal of the best
Vielta Abugo plantations

I n LETTRTRY it WOl Lhe mak-
ine f o gond ciga s the wrappe A
PO o v oof wrappe: on even a Kood
i fille A 1 e an sl ==
fironte vigar, win e wrapper will

e a decidediy o i filles Every
rogat s blend  Leal feom as many as
forty difecent plantitions comes Lo the
raen who do the Blonding tor the leading
Havana fartopie { AR femous brand
of cigura is hased o) distinetive leaf
e certang Ty whiteh Ves il iIs
parent bl A\ bhrdand s rometiines
micle Somany s two hundred dife
ent sizes and shepes, but this parent blend |
gives the distinctive Havor characteristico

of 1hein o

Uy this pracent blend is built up an ind

vidual variation for every one of thh 2o
Vit im Lhie vacioms shiapes are called
A dozen varieties of leaf may be m ol
porated inoa il peifecto, the  finest
CIR cdam contning  two Ieuyves
Irom the sane plantation And as no
LOp i eVer exg IV the siine from year
vo Year the biending is never a fixed
foarmnta bt st be gone through anew |-
PYOrY ROR40N
1 | « hwing of the utmost
Ay 0 Ceternutine the guality
K (] ' Pttt 1oy
* ey en s
' iva i Clara
' i Vuelig
A [ ' than pny

oo Ameg e

the Southern plantera sowed a crop in | she attends

| such poor soil that they got very a light
 sapless leaf. 1t was cured with charcoal
fires, turning out to be a lemon colored
tobacco and very sweet
‘salable
These planters lmd no better soil,

!

50 | artificially produced hy

to this business nine times
out of ten. The artesian wells are simply

to make good her occasional shorteom- |
]

ings
q'lm spots on tobaceo leaves which are

also very un-|so prized by some smokera are said by |

the growersto have no influence on 'h".
quality except when they have |m.o-h‘
sprinkling with

they kept on rasing this light tobaceo acid. in which case the effect thev have, |
and in & few feasons, 1o their own sur- | if any, can hardly be for the better  Same

prise, found that smokers were asking | p
it was | Bbe

for it under the impression thal
mild  Dark tobaceo was at its lowest ehb
of popularity bhetween 15870 and 18%), but
it s getting back into favor again

pople huve a theory that the natural
A are caused by drops of dew acting,
as lenses and making bleached places
on the growing leaf Another rh--.‘.-;-

due to the fact that the spots oee

ur only |
in the tobacco from certain vegas, is that |

“A cigar pitch black smokes mild if it | they are caused by iron in soil t

< of good and properly seasoned leaf,”
~avs one authority

“Good dark leaves o ord every variation in the weather
take eigh! months to grow, some months All these conditions are of value in esti-

All the time the crop 18 growing it is |
watched by buyers for the factories, who!

to Clre, tWo years 1o season in bales and | mating the quality of a crop ‘The Cubans |

a year or two fo mature after being mada farmerly

mto cigars.  Such cigars are never lighter
than cinnamon and should rather bLe
darker, running to an oily lnoking, heavy
chestnut hrown "
MATURING THF « TGAR
This maturing of the made cigar s
quite another process from the maturing

of the individual leaves of which it i« made, | 1

A= before explained. & Cigar may not con
[tain two leaves from the rame plantation
Ihey come even from different districts
| and every one of thess leaves has its own
| flavor and aroma, so that the discriminat -
ing smoker if he took a freshly made
cigar would detect different currents
tiste 1t s something like putting on
"hund under the bathtub faucet when both
"the hot and the cold water have heen
Linrned on simultaneously . One gets little

and there instead of perfectly blended
wiarm water

| So it s with a fresh cigar and the best
{of them are therefore put away for
Hlew vears until, as the experia say. all
those various tobaccos of which ihﬂ)’
I are made have time to marry. ‘I'he resin
every leal .-Ju;hlh Permedtes eyvery
other leal and the result is a smootn
{homogeneous flavor which is perfect |y
i lended of all the original separate favors
| After & cigar has thus matured it is at

| its best if prn“r-rly taken care of for
year or two; then slowly deteriorates
For this reason men who a precigte
good cigars and can afford I‘u-m buy
aeveral thousand of & brand that syits
them and have them kept in regerve
| The Fifth avenua branch of a well known

London firm which perhaps does maore

of tis sort ol husinesa than any other
| A nericun house has at least $30.000 warth
| of crgurs in reserve for itspatrons  This
meats that they have heen hought hy
j imdividuals and are simply held for them
D the tem s own hampidor. This humider

! introduced the more expensive but more

- hung up in the sun or in ventiluted sheds

of | withdrawn when in just the right con-
8 5| dition

separata streams of hot and of cold here |

| They are carefully inspected avery day.

cut all the leaves of a plant at
the same time, with the result that if the
bottom leaves were ripe those at the
top were somewhat green, or if the top
leaves were just rips enough the bottom
ones were 1oo ripe Americuns have

satisfactory method of cutting the lower
leaves when they are in best condition
and cutting the top ones later when they
adhiave reached their maturity

The planta are cut in dry weather and

When this hus gone on long l-nnugh i
moist, showery day is selected and the
tobacco is stacked up in a pile to sweat and
ferment It s watched carefully, the
separate leaves being examined and

Next the tobucco s sorted and haled
But even yet its quality is not definitely
determined. 11 isn't #ven known which
lewves are wrappera and which fillers

The bales are siored In the vaults of the
tactory which has bought them and
monthe, BOMOLINIeR AVEN YOArs, MUy pass
while they slowly cure  ‘The bales are
wrapped in palm leaves and are protected
from light, from dust and from any ex-
tremes ol temperature

When at last the leal is pronounced
ripe the bundles ure tuken out, sepurated,
sprayed with clean water and spread on
racks to dry in the dark. ‘The wrappers
go to the selector or blender; filler leaves
are packed in barrels, so that the air can
circulate through them, and remain thers
A few weeks or even a year, until all the
leaves hecome of an averages richness

AKILL OF THE TABAQUERD

Aftar the blendar has performed his
mosi  umporiant  and  delicals  taskh of
selecting the leaves which are 1o make
up sach vitola, or shape, the tabaquero,
or actual maker, begine his work. No
machinery is used in A Havana clgar fac-
tery. But the skill of these experienced

| and modelled

| RCrAPS
If thess | loft over is swept into a pocket below |

tabagueros, some of whom have
making a*single brand for tweniy

thirty vears, 1s 8o extraordinary that the

or

finished cigars conform absoluiely 1o
the gauge for that vitola
The tabaquero firet takes thirty or mora

filler leaves from a pile at his vight hand
amdl livs them one by one in a bundle in
his left Land. Each leaf is laid in a certain
wav, with a certain side up and the veins

running in a certain directicn Yot the |
result seems o be a loose handtul of
leaves carslossly put together. He gives

it a roll and a twist on a maple block before

him and 1then chooses a wrapper from a |

small, coverad pile at his left hand
“Spreading this leal out carefully.”
ARays one visitor to a Havana factory,
“the rofgh handful of filler 1= laid on
Caressingly and with infinite attention
the whole is rapidly rolied into the tinished
cigar  Here the yielding wrapper is
coased, there modelled, so that 1t mav
not only lie smooth in spite of poasibly
rough handling, but also so that its edge
will form a 1rue, almosi
spiral from end 10 end
“When the tip is reached something
is done which distingnishes a fine Havana
cigar from anv othe Cigars  made

in a mould or with a1 hinder as well as n

wrapper or of scrap tabacco or even

by a careless Cuban workman are pretty

apt to have a hard little plug of tobaceo |

obstrueting the draught
workman, when his

at their
A skilled

tips
Cuban

creation is apparently complete, cun- |
ningly sphits the wrapper at the tip, lays

it back and olips off this compact little
phug. The tip is then covered again
va fine paint. ‘The smoker
may now merely puncture the tip and it
will deaw perfectly

“The cigar that is built up by the skilled
tabaguero contains no dust or small
of leaf Every bit of tobaocco

the table to be sent to the cigarette fac-
tories, The next cigar im made of en
tirely fresh material,

“In the rolling of eight cigars enough

when | expensive material is discarded to make | lowin

a ninth.  But the ninth is never made,
not even for the cheapest markets, Only
ane kind of seconds is known in the great
Havana Tactories. These are the cigars
rejected by the pachers and they are

L eonsumed by emplovees, never leaving

the promises,”

In a perfectly made cigar the leaves
have been laid so that the ash clings
in a pecylinr wav, characteristic of the
best  product fhe ash. by the way,
of a fine Huvana cigar is about one
fourth the weight of the cigar, showing
haow  greedily  the growing plant  has
absorbed (he mineral elements of the soil

In regard to the drawing qgualities
exports declare that the blunt tipped
shape, known as the marble end, with jis
t ht siddes, gives 8 moch more even
driught thun the shape with exaggerated
curves.  They say that it is inevitable
that the leaves which are loosely rolled
in the thick contra of the cigar must
ba  packed tightly into the narrow
shoulder and that such a cigar does not
wmole avenly, uor does the draught reach
all its layers alike, That is the reason
for the growing popualavity of straight

sided, blunt tupped cigars
FOBACCO VYERY BENSITIV]
The skilful tabaguero has no mold
no binder, not even a - pattern.  Yet |

when he hae finished fifty clgars of one
vitola they wre ebsolutely the same in
measurement . The modelling must all
bLe done in the relling tor if he tried to
pinch or pull it into shape after it was
finished the tobaceo would not he evenly
distributed and the cigar wouldn't bum
Nothing can be used to hold the leaves
in place except atouch of gum tragacanth,
mixed fresh twico a day, at the tip, where
as i rule it is hitten off by the smoker

In this country girls can learn to make
cigarsa with a mold and a binder in a
few months.  In Cuba the simplest shapes
reaquire two or three yeurs u;i[lrt'll'liun-
ship and a tabaguera will sometimes
ba ten yeara in perfecting his making
of a dificult shape

He is well paid and well treated, how

ever  NSome of them receive $4 or 87 a 1

day for making only twenty-five or |h|rl_\" ity on the game for two years,
cigars, Fow Havana workmen make | has revised the book to date.
more than 100 perfectos & day \Imnl; Hesidea its helpful instructions

of them work by the piece and keep their
own hours, except that they never work
by artificial light. Sometimes they be-
in at daylight, -.mpﬁmu at 10 A. M.
or the Spanish breakfust followed by
a nap. At 11:30 everybody gets busy
again, but by 3 or 4 o'clock they begin
to knock off
It in and has always been a tabaquero's
wivilege to smoke as much as he wishes
!l'lm favtories serve each workman with
five wrappers dally of a quality pus
fifteen cent brands and he rnlﬂ glll own
cigars, using & fller of eholoa biends. 1
he asks for more wrappers he geta them
A tabagquero who turns out 100 cigars a
day smokes enough more material to have
added another ten to his output.  This ia
regarded ag part of his wages

into

imperceptible |

They work in large roomas, at one side
of which s an elevated platform where
their reader sits. He may be giving
them a translation from the recently
arrived
reading them a H{:unmh novel,
by the cigar makers and sometimes re-
ceives as much as 850 or 8480 a week., Seov-
eral of 1hese cigar factory orators were
elected to the first Cuban Legislature,

It is said that no matter what unsani-
fary conditions may be found elsewhere
pin Cuaba, the leading tobacco factories
Lare serupulovsly  careful. There are
plenty of smaller factories that are not,

He is paid

But the famous brands are made under

careful  Lygienic re?ulal lona.  Thor-
oughly cured Vuelta Abajo leaf contains
about Tper cent. of resins and oils, which
take up odors as milk or butter does.
If an onion should be slipped into a bale
of leafl or a bundle of cigars, it would be
impossible 1o destroy the resulting taint
in the tehacco

Havava cigars are kept in cupboards

the same wood. 11 is said that if they were
packed in pine boxes their quality ‘would
| be dest royed According 10 law na two
| persons working in a Havana factory may
(=it facing each other unless separated by
ut least fifteen feot of space. So the
tobaceo workers of all kinds sit back to
back. By another law which forbids the
adulteration of 1obacoo in any form per-
| fume may not even be added to the paper
| usex] for cigarettes
In other countries highter tobaccos are
| sometimes “seasoned” with 4 syrup made
from Cuban tobacco stems. Even if it
| wera necessary in Cuba, the law would
| forbid it; for the law permnits the use of
lonly one foreign substance in manufae-
jturing cigars, and that is pure water.
;I-mnman-l,\' Havana has that in abun-
idunv-- Cuban tobacco is protected by
stringent laws and by a heavy import
duty that keeps out foreign leaf
THE WORDS ON THE HOX. -
Cigars are packel in boxes on the right
end of which will be found one of the fol-
seven names, indicating the range
of color: claro, colorado elaro, eolorado,
teolorado maduro, maduro, oseuro and

negro.  These indicate the color of the
wrapper, but are not as is commonly
supposed indicative of the strength,

which depends on the filler. On the cover
is the brand name, on the front the name
lindicating the shape and eize, on the back
i the quality, beginning with superfine and
running down through fina, flor, sn-
perior and bueno -
The naines of the hundreds of shapes
and sizes of Havana eigars are bewilder-
ing to the ordinary buver. There is no
{exam systom aboul it Bometimes they
seell 1o originate in a caprice, as, for ex-
ample, a eertain little torpedo forsmoking
in a pipe
| Sometimes o shape sand size 14 deter-
mined by a certain size of very fine wrapper
leal; for it is the oustoin never to our
these down, but to make a cigar that will
perfectly utilize the whole lear. Some-
time a vitola is made to fit a apenial order
and afterward becomes a standard selling
shape. The best known shapes, as pana-
tellas, perfeotos and brevas, are practi-
cally the same in all brands.
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The Partner in Auction

— Bridge————

Not Easy to Find Two Who Work in Harmony,

There is probably no game of cards|strength in that particular suit,

in whioh one is so much at the mercy {and Y after some deliberation weny, o,
trumpa. B, warned by th i

of the partner as at auction bridge, and call, could not Gouble lt:ut;n lnom:lh.,,u.
the opportunities for misunderstanding | be might push thios Up's bit by Uk
are almost limitless. hearts, which looked safe enough. 7 .,

The principal faulis that are found |cleverly passed, not wanting to ala,,
with the partner are that he is too eager | B out of the heart call. In this he 1y,

hing when thers is no neces- | Pishes an excellent example of the viry

o, g gt ey, i Tt nm of sitting still in a position in which n:r”.
sity for it, that he will Insist on pulling I:In_vorn out of ten would have doy, |
the declarer out of a place in which he ia | hearts or gone on to two no trumps f
very comfortable, and that he is too selfish | A immediately seized the ogporrun..‘
in his desire to get the contract and play :Sd:l';:: ‘!""Il::elirl‘oo!;li‘pn:;}::‘or 18 Wik |
the hand. , | a apectator behind nearly fell off his 11"

There is undoubtedly more virtue i The logio of this dpz‘!iu:n”l i:':l,hl::;(‘?::.
keeping quiet than there is in hiddmg}n rolid spade suit on one side of hi,
| when you are posing as a good partner, and a no trumper on the other, is thi.

i (I Y and Z are so strong and A h t
and among good players passing means in hi & a8 2o
| arning | ® heart in his hand his partner B s °
| # great deal and sounds a note of warning wrong,"” and is going to get hurt ‘?'h:::

this conclusion of A is correct will |

A pagse

New York papers or he may be |

of Spanish eedar and packed in boxes of |

| that nothing else could convey. A parfueri

who can be depended upon to pass per-
sistently when he has nothing in his hand

{but length, and to make his first bidas |
' on nothing but winning cards, is a founda- |

| tion on which great things may be built.
:rnendo a special course of training for
| putting the partner in good humor at the
beginning of the rubber. If A culs the
lowest card and B is his partner it often
happens that B hastens ta expresa his
‘opinion about the seats or the cards,
| although he has no legitimate choice in the
! matter.
If A wishes to make a good beginning
and is not rabidly superstitious himself
1 it will usually pay him to let B have his
wag, because if he does not, and the rub-

it to having taken the wrong seats and
the matter will so obsess him that he
' will make bad breaks through inattention
or will lose his nerve and decline to bid
up his hands for what they are worth.

For a partnership to be a success it is
not necessary that both players should
follow the same system,

The misunderstanding which is most
likely to lead to serious loss is when one
partner persist in naming suits in which
he has nat a certain trick, euch as the ace,
or at least king and queen, and the other
partner is counting upon those winning
cards and bidding accordingly.

For some psychological reason, so far
unexplained, some players cannot keep
still when they have a muit of six or seven
red cards, They resent it as an insult

| ing unless it is headed by the ace.

ber starts off badly, B will at once attribute

but it is very | his partner had seven

necessary that each should understand |
thesystem upon which the other proceeds. ]

“|to their intelligence if you tell them that
the first bid is not the winning declaration
and that such a suit is not worth mention-

As an illustration of how completely

{the run of the bids and the result of the
play may be changed by such declara-
[tions and the partner’'s inferences from

of thres table duplicata the other day:

*
e
L ]
<
L ]

OAK
! o4 ’
B Y (©oaq98
3 A2
t:-.go'ovsﬂ“ e|$s3
VES 4
£QJ 4
f o8 %2
; eKEQO B2

At one table, at-which all four plavers
were followeras of the bridge system of
bidding, Z started with one spade and
A bid one diamond. Your true auction
player invariably passes a one spade
bid unless he has a no trumper and
wailts for the player on his left to pull
the opposing partnership out of the hole.

will never get another chance,
one of that clase and that is why he bid
one diamond.

his partner that he has the suit stopped,
and B to pull his partner out of an imagi-
nary danger bids one heart. Z knowas
enough to keep quiet, but when it gets
round to Y he doubles one heart.

ner was bidding on a lot of trash he

in spite of Y's dotible in that suit; but
he argues that if A has a trick or two
in diamonds he can carry out s one
trick heart contract, 8o he passes

Z passes and smiles. Now if A had
a sure trick in diamonds he could bid
two tricks and make it, but with his one
trick bid doubled and his partner's shift

to make any further move and the hand
is played at one heart doubled, A and B
being set for 200 points, with simple
honors offset by chicane.

This loas is entirely due to the want of
understanding between A and B The
firat bid misleads B, who thinks A has at

doubled diamond, and it will be found ir

the suit, that B will make two by cards
in hearts very easily.

Nothing is more common than to have
a contract fail just beocause the partner
cannot win a sure and early trick in the
suit he calls on the first round of the bids
‘That one trick may alter the whole plan
of the hand, as will be evident from the
way this same hand went at another tahle
7 started with the same spade bid, but A
passed and Y, to pull his partner out of
the ng«ldo. ca one in hearts. This
B doub'ed and Y-7 were set for one triok
so that A and B'won 100 points instead of
losing 200, the difference in the result
with the same cards and the same suit

hand and the way the lead came,

While one of the faults most commonly
found with the l'mrmcr is that he over-
calls his cards, there are ocoasions upon
which such a proceeding is distinctly
Justifiable. Here Is a atrikingly instruc-
tive example of such a situationr, which
came up at the Bridge (lub the other

day:
o9Tha
+EQJ 783
oA
eJ
QD e— 4 QAQlos s
YRR} A a-lnlt
LA N AR ) OKQ 1l
41004312 Z je8ss
OKJe s
Hl0 B
ob a4
4AKQ"
% startad with two spades (o show his

for 1rumtru. being in the way A bid his |

them, take the following distribution of
the cards, which came up in a social game

At this stage if B knew that his part- | ke &

tlear if the cards are played on a contran
i to make two in hearts becaure the op,
tricks B can win are the ace of elubs ang
two trumps, so that he would be set
250 pointa without doubling

With two hearts callad on one sjqe

! One of our leading authorities recom- | of him and three diamonds on the othe

[ Y suddenly lost faith in his no trumpe,
and passed. B also passed, acceptin,
his partner's tip, and Z did not cee his way
clear to doing anything so the hand wis
Fln ved at three in diamonds and Ay
ailed by two tricks, losing only 1w
| Instead of 250 >

Probahly one of the most common m«
takes and one of the most perplax;.
calls i8 increasing the partner'a hid
stead of showing him vour grounds (.,
so doing. Cases like the following co,
tinually occur

The dealer bid one no trump, Laldi,_
four hearts to the ace, four clubs to 11,
king, queen and five spades to the a:.
king, queen. Sacond plaver ealled 1w,
diamonds and the dealer’s partner goe
IWo no trumps,

What on?

The inference is that he must have 1}«
diamonds stopped, s0 every ona passe
and the declaration is set for two tricks
hecause the leader had five diamonds an:!
The fourth playe:
being a good partner and knowing dis
monds would be led, kept quiat when the
third hand went two no trumps, although
he could have doubled, which would hav«
frightened the dealer into hearts

The cards on which the third hand in-
creasad his partner's bid were the king
queen, jack of hearts, fiva clubs to 1he
king, queen, four spades to the jack an!
one diamond. He excueed the call In
saying that he suppoeed his Ner mis
have a stopper in diamonds. What he
should have done was to show his trick
taking suit by calling two hearts and
leaving it 1o his partner to go the two 1.
trumpe if he had the diamonde stopped
instead of ruulng judgment on thesitus
tion himeelf.

Hers is an example of the other way
of doing things: The dealer bid one
trump with the ace jack small in .-
monds, gix clubs to the king queen jac.
thres hearts to the ace king and on
small spade. Second plaver hid 1w,
diamonds and the third player at onc
called gix in epades

There is nothing equivocal about 1)
bid. It says to the dealer: “If you ha:
those diamonds stopped and a «o!
spade suit is any use to vou go ahow
with vour no trumper otherwise dio
it." Having both the red suits stoppe
twicqg the dealer went two no trumg.
The player on his left, with on'v o
spade, went four diamonds and the deal::
promptly dropped his no trumper, i:
which he would have made five by card-
doubled four diamonds and took ¢
points in penalty.

An excellent” rule for players wi
are too fond of increasing their pai
ners' bide is to atop and consider th
| advantages of doubling the interveniug
. bid or showing a suit of their own, leaving
tthe question of increase to the partn:
Some persons are 8o impetuoua that they
do not stop to consider what it mean-
to undertake the winning of eight tricks
when your opponent says he can do |
himsel

If your nartner has a no trumper an
yvou have the two trick suit on your righ!
stopped twice what earthly chance has
| that plaver to make eight tricks? Tak~
i this hand, plaved only last week:
|  The dealer hid one in no trumps, s

But the bridge player is alWays &nxious | ond plaver called two diamonds and the
to say something at once for fear he!third plaver held the ace, nine and twn
A w“iurnull diamonds, nothing else,

Instead
{of going two no trumps he should have
| doubled the diamonds to encourage his
| partner to go two no trumps himself

Y doubles one diamond, chiefly to show | which comes to the same thing as when

third hand does it but has this immense
advantage, which it seems almost imposs «
|hlp for bridge plavers to grasp

' If your partner has a no-trumper and
vou can stop the suit declared against !
' how do you know but what your partne: -
hand may be much better fitted for d«
two trick contract than fuo
carrving out one of his own? The person

might have pulled himself out of the'whois the best judge of this s the oriein |
deubled heart and gone two diamonds | ecaller of no trumps

If vou, with nothm s
but the ace of diamonds in your hund

' o on to two no trumps you are probah'v

jdoubling you
| o him
to the heart suit also doubled he is afraid |

cheating vour partner out of an excellen!
opportunity to score heavily in penalti»

His being the strong hand, he is the plave
to whom the decision should he left as 1

whether to go on with his no trumper or to
defeat the two trick contract in red By
leave eithe: course opet
An amusing instance of the folly of
this system of inoreasing the vartner=
bid just becausge vou can stop the inter-
vening suit oocurred recently in Chicago
The dealer bid one notrump. holding
practically everyihing but the diamoncs
Second hand, who was a famous player,
bid three in clubs

least one trick in diamonds to support a ! went
heart bid, which looks better than u|winning declaration, ar the dealer had

The third hand, who held four clubs
to the ace queen, instead of doubling
two notrumps, which was the

inothing to say, his partner having shu!

. Thim out
we transpose the ace and queen of dia- | .lybs had not & club in his hand, hut had

! not

|

| i no other pm‘mllmu force.

The player who had bid thres

monds, so as to give A one certain trick in | ghrewdly judged that if the dealer had

the clubs stopped he'would go on to two
no trumps, and then the eight winning
diamonds in the hand of the plaver who
bid thres clubs would do soma damag
The third player's increase of his partner »
bid cost them 300 points, as they weis
set for three tricks, doublad

Had the third hand doubled, as !~
should have done, leaving it to his par!
ner to go on to two no trumps, the deals
who had four clubs to the king jack him
self, would have seen through the trick
at once and have let the déubled three o
clubs stand and they would have set '
declaration for 800 points instead of 1nsing
00

Chilean Sall Ral'wa).
#rom the Chicagn T sibvne
A remarkable railway is ahet
Antofagasta and Orouro in Chile. 0
engineer in charge of soma importar’
Goveranment coust hinprovements took
vantage of the trade winds which pred
in theso vegions., Finding that during =¢
eral hours in the morning and evenine the
was & 81l breeze blowing he had a lar
number of fair sized box cars built whi
anl‘v nccommodated tha nen co
and §o nl‘ from work, but also pro
amply sufficlent to transport the mate:
neaded for construction of the works, 1.
car is provided with a good “"”"-i'-f,'ﬂ -1'I‘.‘
A W
i» regulated by the manipulation of bra..
und to l;"ﬂ\'ent accidents large buffers o
provided. A
On accaunt of its cheappess and prac
warth the fdea of sail raliwess has he
popular and a numbar are now haing
stalled between inany small tow ns along
eoast where the trade winds blow with« |
like reagularity, The average »pes
tainad by these strange craft is about
to forty miles an hour,

bhatw est




